SCIENCE, LIBERTY AND PEACE
ancient Greeks, hubris, or overweening insolence, whether
directed against the gods, or one's fellow-men, or nature,
was sure to be followed, sooner or later, in one way or
another, by avenging Nemesis. Unlike the Greeks, we
of the twentieth century believe that we can be insolent
with impunity.
So intense is our faith in the dogma of inevitable pro-
gress that it has survived two world wars and still remains
flourishing in spite of totalitarianism and the revival of
slavery, concentration camps and saturation bombing.
Faith in progress has affected contemporary political
life by reviving and popularizing, in an up-to-date,
pseudo-scientific and this-worldly form, the old Jewish
aad Christian apocalypticism. A glorious destiny awaits
mankind, a coming Golden Age, in which more ingenious
gadgets, more grandiose plans and more elaborate social
institutions, will somehow have created a race of better
aad brighter human beings. Man's Final End is not in
the eternal timeless Now, but in a not too distant Utopian
fature. In order to secure the peace and happiness of
their great-great-grandchildren, the masses ought to
accept and their rulers need feel no qualms in imposing,
any amount of war and slavery, of suffering and moral
evil, in the present It is a highly significant fact that all
modern dictators, whether of the Right or of the Left,
talk incessantly about the golden Future, and justify the
most atrocious acts here and now, on the ground that
dhey are means to that glorious end. But the one thing
we all know about the future is that we are completely
ignorant of what is going to happen, and that what does
in fact happen is often very different from what we antici-
pated. Consequently any faith based upon hypothetical
occurrences a long time hence must always, in the very
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